Learning English through Poems and Songs


Acrostics
Learning Activity 1

Identifying characteristics 
1. Work in pairs and read the poems below. What are their subjects/themes? What characteristics can you identify? Discuss with your partner.
	Talented

Enthusiastic

Able

Caring

Humorous

Energetic

Reasonable
	
	Calm
	
	Always attentive,

	
	
	Handsome
	
	Never cheats and

	
	
	Reliable
	
	Never fails,

	
	
	Idealistic
Shy
	
	A model student after all.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


2. The above poems are called acrostics. The main characteristics of an acrostic are as follows:
· It is a form of short poem in which the first letter of each line spells a word, which is usually used as the title of the poem.
· The first letter of each line is written as a capital. The length of the poem can vary from one vertical word to a phrase. 
· It does not have to rhyme.
· It can be about any subject or theme. One simple way to write an acrostic is to first put down the letters that spell the subject or theme. Then think of a word, phrase or sentence that starts with the letter of each line to describe the subject or theme.

Here are some more examples. Read them and answer the questions that follow.
Example 1:
	Brilliant 
England
Captain

Kick

Handsome

Advertisement

Midfield


Example 2:

	Back and forth he runs

Every move he makes

Causes his fans to jump

Kicking without scoring does no harm

Having new hairstyles is his real charm 

A footballer or a sports star 

Makes no difference to him so far  


Example 3:
	Writing poems is not my strength

Hanging around to think of something

At times when ideas strike me,

Take up a pen and write down something.

To start with simple and funny things with

Ongoing practising and revising

Wonder what to say and what to write 

Reflecting upon the past 

Inspiring for whatever it can be

There is indeed a lot to write

Enjoyable and easy poem writing can really be.


(a) Examples 1 and 2 are about a famous footballer. Who is he?

___________________________________________________________________________
(b) Examples 1 and 2 are similar as the first letter of each line spells the footballer’s name. How are they different?
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
(c) What is the theme of Example 3? How is the use of phrases/clauses similar to or different from that in Example 2?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Learning Activity 2

Writing acrostics
1. Work in pairs and write an acrostic using your partner’s name as the title. Try to use some adjectives, phrases or sentences to describe her or him. Share the acrostic with your partner to see how far s/he agrees with the descriptions you made.
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

2. Working in groups of three to four, write an acrostic together. Brainstorm possible topics to write about. They can be anything you come across in your daily lives, ranging from your personal interests like favourite movie stars or hobbies to political issues like terrorism. For example, if you are going to write an acrostic about a celebrity, you may consider the following to help you to write the poem:
· her/his appearance/personality/family background
· what s/he did before s/he became popular

· the incidents which happened to her/him
· reasons for her/his popularity

· your personal opinions about her/him
Try to be as creative as you can.
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

3. Discuss how to improve the acrostic and make any addition, deletion or rearrangement if necessary.
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